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The Speech of Thwong Sanh Cao Hoai Sang/ Head of Temporal Affairs
215t May 1964/ The Tenth Day of the Fourth Lunar Month, Year of the Dragon
(repeated by Thwong Tdm Thanh at the Internment of the earthly remains of
His Holiness H) Phdp Pham Céng Tdc, 5t December 2006, Tdy Ninh)
Translated from Vietnamese by: Tam Dao & Dr. Christopher Hartney

As arepresentative of the Hiép Thién Dai, I would like to read the biography of His Holiness
Ho6 Phap, who was a great dignitary, a heavenly appointed one, a man who has made a great
contribution to the Caodaist Religion. If we read about him we read about his great
spiritual contributions, his great building works, that is, the construction of both the
concrete and spiritual forms of our religion, forms which make the reputation of our faith
resound throughout the world. If without the grace of His Holiness H6 Phap Pham Cong
Tac, he who exhausted himself both with his heart and with his thoughts, at this moment
Vietnam would not yet have a Great Way which is this Great Way for the Third Universal
Amnesty (Dai-Pao Tam-Ky Phé-D6 / K& = H#A&E ). This religion now has more than 2
million believers, its majestic and solemn Great Divine Temple and other magnificent
buildings both in the urban areas of Tay Ninh and the outlying parts of the Holy See
constitute a significant part of Tay Ninh Province.

Although the biography of His Holiness H0 Phap has been published as book at the Holy See
on 24 June 1955, [ thought we should at least mention once more the brief summary of his
role in establishing this religion so that believers can remember his deeds and keep in the
depths of their hearts his sublime and supra-earthly example. He was an extraordinary
Being who dedicated his entire life to the service of humanity.

His Holiness Ho Phap was born into the Pham family on the 5th day of the fifth lunar month
year of the Tiger (1890) at An Hoa village in the Trang Bang District of Tay Ninh Province.
He attended the college of Chasseloup-Laubat, which is often referred to as our national
school.

During his 20s he worked for the Customs Department; with intelligence, honesty and an
uncorrupt character. He shouldered many important responsibilities, however, he was not
like other government officers who used their positions in order to threaten and press the
common folk for bribes and favours. His purpose was not to take advantage of officialdom
in order to create happiness for himself alone, or to glorify his name or for the
advancement of his family. Rather, his intent was to seek out like-minded spirits around
him and make close friendships. He sought to reveal his soul to his friends in discussions
that went far into the quiet of the night. In sharing these friendships, Pham Cong Tac and
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his companions were worried about the destiny of their nation and of the people who were
then under the oppression of the autocratic government ruling over them at that time.

They witnessed first hand how the French colonial authorities were rapidly increasing
their power. Alas, the Vietnamese intelligentsias were still trapped within a cycle of gaining
and benefiting from selling their good name.

Pham Cong Tac and his comrades felt hopeless and together they deeply resented the state
of the nation. They shared each other’s sorrows, complaints and lamentations.

During this time he tried to find oblivion in the elevated pastimes of the cultural life;
sometimes he joined his friends in playing music, or reciting poetry or just conversation
and drinking.

Money was not plentiful, but he was always generous and chivalrous to those who were
poor. In fact he gave succor to anyone who was made miserable by earthly concerns or
beset by misfortune or the general hardship of life. To these people Pham Céng Téc and his
comrades would always try to find a way to offer help.

In his simple life, he was always a great admirer of nature, and would delight in a cool
breeze, a bright moon, the scenery of the mountains and rivers, a stroll in the countryside,
or just wandering about contemplating his dreams, despite these joys he always carried in
his heart concerns for the future of his country. One night he said to his two close friends,

“A life where you are focused on money makes you obsessed with the smell of material
things. We must look for temples and sek to practice the Way. We must do this in order to
avoid seeing again and again these stories that break our hearts with a pain so intense that
we forever wish to turn our eyes from such injustices.”

In about June 1925, after a discussion with close friends with whom he had intellectual
discussions and played music, there was one companion who told the group about a
number of intellectuals in Phnom Penh who, at that time, were regularly experimenting
with table tipping (séance). They invited the spirits of those who had passed away to come
and speak with them. This person also explained how one should use a three-legged table
and he showed them the methods of communicating with the spirits in the invisible realm.

His Holiness HO Phap and his friends tried to remember this method and after a few weeks
they began experimenting. This was done together with Mr Cao Quynh Cw, Mr Cao Quynh
Diéu, Mr V6 Van Nguyén, and Mr Cao Hoai Sang. They began to practice table tipping at the
house in Darras Street near the Thai Binh Market (Saigon).

The first time they tried, a single spirit entered into the séance and transmitted a (Pwdong
Luat) poem. This first spirit was quite senior - it was that of Cao Quynh Tuan who was the
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father of His Holiness Cao Thwong Phadm. The HO Phap was very happy with this result.
Subsequently, every night they held meetings and carried out table tipping for
entertainment. Over time more people came into the group such as Mr Nguyén Trung Hau,
Mr Trwong Hiru Dirc, Mr Tran Duy Nghia, Mr Trwong Van Trang, and Mr Lé Thé Vinh.
Amongst the Beings who descended and transmitted poems, there was one Being who did
not want to present his name but was recongised only by [the first three vowels of
Vietnamese] A, A, A. This Being offered to come every night and teach the group about
various religious writings and doctrine and to speak about many things beyond the
knowledge of those present. This made H6 Phap and his friends display a very special
respect for this “voice.”

On the night of the 24 December 1925, the Venerable “A A A” came to reveal to us all that
He was no other than the Supreme Being who had now come to Vietnam to establish the
foundation of the Great Way, and that this Way would liberate humanity during the Third
Amnesty. He undertook the holy name of Cao Dai Tién Ong Pai B6 Tat Ma Ha Tat. Since that
time His Holiness Pham Cong TAc, together with his friends, showed the deepest respect,
worshipping the Supreme Being, Jade Emperor of Heaven. It was in this manner that they
became believers in the Caodaist Religion.

Not long after this night in 1927 Pham C6ng Tac was appointed Ho Phap by Heaven, head of
the Hiép Thién Dai. Directly under his authority were the Thwgng Phim (Head of Religious
Affairs) and Thuwong Sanh (Head of Temporal Affairs). He was the first person appointed
by Heavenly Command. After this, many of his friends in the séance group were also given
Heavenly appointments in the Hierarchy of the 12 Zodiacal Lords of the Hiép Thién DPai of
the Great Way for the Third Universal Amnesty.

His Holiness is the one who unveils the Mystery of the Invisible and is the maintainer of the
rules and laws of the New Religion. He is the one who pronounces judgments on dignitaries
and disciples alike. He elevates the dignity of the fervent through their merit and brings
sanctions against those who have committed faults. In order to keep the dignitaries and
adepts free of the sufferings inflicted by the laws of karma, he keeps an impartial heart in
order to propagate the Way. He used the mysterious and secret dharma to guide all the
evolved souls towards entering the Bat Quai Pai [the Council of the Great Spirits which
heads the Eight States of Soul, the Eight-sided Palace of God's presence, the Eight Trigrams
Palace] to unite there with the Genies, Saints, Immortals and Buddhas.

In the year 1934, the Acting Pope Lé Van Trung discarnated and returned to the immortal
realm. After the memorial service that celebrated the Pai Twong/ (greater mourning
period - 581 days after the date of death) for the deceased Acting Pope, a great meeting of
all believers was held and additionally a Sacerdotal Council was convened. This was called
to resolve business left outstanding from the Acting Pope’s death and was held on the

Page 4 of 18



8th November 1935 [other source cited: 6th day -11th lunar month - year of the Dog/ Giap
Tuét (12th -Dec-1934). The whole meeting with one voice elected His Holiness to hold the
unified religious powers [of the Religion] until the Cardinals were officially appointed.
From this time His Holiness remained in charge of the two powers of the faith - the
leadership of the Ctru Trung Pai and the leadership of the Hiép Thién Pai. With his whole
heart he now worked even more intensely for the Way.

The point to which we should pay most attention is the way this venerable soul has offered
every part of his profound heart and all of his goodwill. He overcame many difficulties
because of his love for humanity. He carried the Divine Will for the world and so the world
will now be blessed by the Supreme Being. Alas, he was unable to escape the disasters that
would follow. And he would come across so many horrible ordeals that to hear them
recounted once more makes our tears gush.

Because the French Colonial forces were in doubt about the aims of the Caodaist Religion,
and because they suspected that His Holiness was seeking to build another country within
the larger nation, and, also, because they suspected he intended to liberate the Vietnamese
people, His Holiness and a number of the hierarchy of the Sacerdotal Council were arrested
on the 4 June 1941, the year of the Snake (Canh Ty), and on the 27th July 1941 they were
exiled to the island of Madagascar. They were forced into exile from their homeland for a
period of five years and two months.

This test was so onerous that whoever was placed in a similar situation would have their
strength and their determination sapped. Even the will of a great hero would falter. But
because His Holiness could communicate with the Divine Beings through the agency of
automatic writing, though his body was tortured and maltreated, his spirit nevertheless
overflowed with an incomprehensible belief. His mind remained bright and clear, and he
kept all his faith in the Supreme Being. For a Vietnamese man Madagascar was beyond the
horizons, a place where the water was like poison and the forests impenetrable, often
death hung close by. Still, with the power and protection of the Divine Beings His Holiness
avoided all sorts of misfortunes.

Retuning home in 1946, His Holiness had to face numerous and almost-unsolvable
problems. These included those believers who were terrorised in purpose. Moreover, the
Colonial French were taking advantage of the presence of the British Army and sought to
use these forces to reclaim Vietnam for themselves. The nationalist parties were divided in
the face of their enemies and the resistance movement was burning for action. These
divisions were at the time hidden, but thankfully with his prestige and his brilliant thinking
His Holiness was able to calm the nationalist parties and reorganise the Caodai army. He
did this so that it could protect the Holy lands and reclaim some sense of certainty and
happiness for all the believers of the religion.

Page 5 0of 18



His work led to the building of the Great Divine Temple. This has become a significant
modern work. It not only receives compliments by visitors, but is also greatly admired by
architects. Such a great work was completed only by the contribution of the believers in the
religion. The financial means and the building materials were very hard to come by. It is
thanks to the kindness of the Spiritual Pope, Ly Thai Bach (Li Tai Pei), who through séance,
gave step-by-step instructions and models from the start through to the time of the
building’s completion.

The foundation had been laid in 1933, but full-fledged construction did not begin until
1936. In 1941 the external construction was completed but the Great Divine Temple had
not been decorated by the time His Holiness was exiled. The work came to a halt.

In 1946 His Holiness returned to Vietnam and continued to prepare the construction
according to his wishes. The Great Divine Temple was open in 1947 but it was not until
1954 that the last works on the building were completed. Finally the inauguration
ceremony was held in the first month of the year “At Mui” (Year of the Goat)/ 1955.

The length of the Great Divine Temple is 145 metres long; its width is 40 metres; and its
height at the Hiép Thién Dai is 36 metres. At the Ctru Trung Dai the height is 25 metres, and
at the Bat Quai Pai 30 metres. The Great Divine Temple faces West and shows the charm
and beauty of the emblems of the Three Religions and the Five Levels (of spiritual
attainment). How great the accomplishment is! But His Holiness was very modest in
speaking of it. He said that he only obeyed the instructions of the Supreme Being and the
Great Immortal (Chinese Poet) Li Po/ Li Tai Pei, and that He himself made no contribution
to the building whatsoever.

There was a friend of his who is a dignitary of the Hiép Thién Dai. He wrote a poem
in honour of His Holiness. The H6 Phap exchanged poems with this man with a very modest
tone.

Your piety is imbued with the dyes of divine nature - brilliant colourings,

Celebrated or hated for your good deeds or bad - their judgments are earth-bound
Banishment cannot effect your dignity

Wealth and reputation would only make you laugh

Your life has galloped down such treacherous paths -

But battered by tail winds, carried by head winds the crane still flies on.

Although you wish to repay all the debts you owe to your nation

Just try paying one - and forget about the interest.

In the hope of spreading the Way overseas, His Holiness worked very hard to devise a plan
to achieve this goal. This depended on his diplomacy, his skills and his fondness for good
and talented people. Because of his efforts, today the Caodaist Religion has worthy
representatives, especially at international conferences regarding religion and theology.
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For example, Mr Gabriel Gabron was appointed Instructor of the faith (Ti€p Dan Dao
Nhon). He represented the Caodaist Religion firstly at the International Spiritualistic
Congress of Barcelona in 1934, secondly at the World Congress of Religions in London in
1936, thirdly at the International Spiritualistic Congress of Glasgow in 1937, and at the
World Congress of Beliefs in Paris in 1939. In this way the Holy Name of the

Caodaist Religion has spread all around the world.

After the inauguration ceremony of the Great Divine Temple (1955), His Holiness Ho Phap
needed to develop and alter the internal affairs of of the religion. The most pressing area
was to develop the Charity Body (Phwéc Thién) to give it a more organised form and then
help this organisation become stable and independent and, finally, to serve the charity
affairs of not only the religion, but also society at large. Another great work of his, one that
we should recognise, was his efforts in building the Long Hoa market. Disregarding the
difficulties and the hard labour, every day he appeared at the building site to personally
direct those who were contributing to this construction. This work remained on schedule
until changes were made that left the construction incomplete. These events made the
hierarchy and the believers bitter.

At the beginning of the 8th Month, Year of the Goat, 1955, the head of the Caodaist Army,
who had himself been appointed by His Holiness, was caught up in the nationalisation
process of all military forces. He turned against the hierarchy and formed a committee that
was dedicated to purging the Religion. By his actions many co-believers ended up in gaol.
Some female co-believers were also imprisoned for a number of months. His Holiness was
placed under house arrest in the Ho Phap Pwong (the Ho Phap’s office). The army
surrounded the H6 Phap Puwdong from 20t day of the Eight Month, Year of the Goat (1955)
to the 5t day of the First Month, Year of the Monkey, (16 February 1956). With this
unbearably sad situation between believers fighting each other, His Holiness together with
his entourage left the Holy See at 3AM on the morning of this last day. He traveled directly
to the capital of Cambodia.

His Holiness left behind the original temple of Caodaist Religion. He carried in his heart so
much bitterness and anguish because he had left behind many dignitaries and all of the
believers that were helpless as if they were birds straying from their flock or the chicks
straying from their mother. The brutal storm had come; there was nothing left to do but
leave.

Nevertheless this sublime man remained virtuous whether advancing or retreating. Seeing
that he had not done anything wrong, His Holiness, to relieve the sorrow in his heart gave
over both the bad and the good to the Supreme Being and he hoped that He would direct
His will where He might. Phnom Penh was a place where H0 Phap had already been to for a
number of years to spread the Way. From then His Holiness continued to serve humanity
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and to concern himself with the building of a Holy Mother Temple to guide and serve both
dignitaries and believers. He tried to keep silent and waited for the political situation

in Vietnam to change so that he may return and undertake once more the mission
entrusted to him by the Supreme Being.

He was like an eagle that had flown up through many levels of clouds. Over many years he
had weathered many brutal storms; it was time for him to rest his wings. His Holiness was
living in a strange land. Although he was cared for by believers with the utmost diligence,
and although he did take some rest and although he did take care of his health, with his
heart full of love and yet replete with homesickness he turned, at last, toward his
homeland. He was worried about his country’s troubles, and the people living in misery. His
soul could not avoid being stirred. Nostalgia filled his heart with sadness.

This state of being careworn could only continue to grow in a person who had such a clear
and patriotic vision. Perhaps the Supreme Being would like to return him to his divine
position. It would be easier for him to develop and change the Faith in that realm than in
this world. Soon after his sickness he departed the earth for the immortal realm at last.

His Holiness disincarnated on the 10th Day of the Fourth Month Year of the Pig (17t May
1959). By the grace of heaven he lived until his 70th year.

He left a written will which can be summarised as followings:

Whenever Vietnam attains independence and the country is unified, His lotus-flower
coffin may be brought back to the Holy See.

How sad - the moon over the Palace of the Dao now wanes
The fog obscures the heights of Mount Tuy

The sound of the bejeweled flute abruptly stops

Wisdom has returned to the void.

The Holy Land was established by his mind. Now we no longer see His Holiness return to
guide the children of the Supreme Being on the Holy Path of Virtue. Normally the situation
of death and parting is the focus of the most suffering in our lives, but in terms of the Pao
(Way/ Tao) His Holiness is an Divine Being who has obeyed the order of Heaven to come
down to the earth and establish a Religion that will last 700, 000 years. Therefore, the
disincarnation of His Holiness is a spiritual or heavenly reward for a soul who has
completed the responsibilities he was given. Now he returns and submits to the Supreme
Being after having carried out his orders. The legacy that he left behind was a series of very
extraordinary works. He is represents, to the dignitaries and his beloved believers, the
patience and sacrifice of a great person. One who spent his whole life not caring for himself,
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but who instead entered many times into the circle of life and death in order to complete
his mission to religion and to humanity.

Remember his gracious example! All of us dignitaries must cultivate a noble mind and
follow his example of integrity, that is, we must practice altruism in order to build up and
solidify the great common work of the Pao (Tao/ Religion). This is because we are standing
among the Holy Body of the Supreme Being andhave been entrusted to us by His Holiness.

May the Divine Beings grant us their grace and bless all the faithful.

Respectfully yours.
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TIEU SO PU'C HO PHAP
(Trich luc bai thuyét Pao ctia Dirc CAO THUONG SANH
doc tai Dén Thdnh ngay 10/ 04/ Gidp Thin /DL 21/ 05/ 1964).

Dai dién cho Hiép Thién Dai, toi xin doc ti€u str cia Dirc Ngai mot chirc sic Dai Thién

Phong c6 dai cong véi Pao. Poc lai mot sw nghiép thiéng liéng, ma Pirc Ngai da boi bé mot
cong trinh kién thiét vi dai, mot cudc xay dwng vé hinh thirc 1an tinh thin lam cho tiéng tim
vang vdi khap mat dia cAu. Néu khong phai 1a nho on cong dire ctia Pirc H Phap Pham
Cong Tac, da chiu lao tAm tiéu tir gop phan cdng can 16n hon ai hét dé tao thanh thi chic
han gio nay nwée Viét Nam chwa c6 mot nén Dai Dao goi 1a Dai Pao Tam Ky Phé D9, véi hon
2 triéu tin d6, véi mét Dén Thanh uy nghi hién hach va cac dinh thw uy nga, cing cac ving
ndi, ngoai 6 thanh dia chiém mot phan dién tich dang ké cua tinh T4y Ninh.

Mic dau tiéu st of Pirc H6 Phap da dwoc xuat ban thanh sach & Toa Thanh ngay 24 thang 6
nam 1955, t6i thiét nghi cling nén néi Ién so lwoc nén Pao ctia Dirc Ngai, dé chw dao hiru ghi
nh¢ trong thim tdm cai gwong cao siéu thoat tuc cia mot Pang phi thwong da phi ca kiép
sanh phung sw cho nhon loai.

PU’C HQ PHAP sanh vao gia dinh ho Pham nhdm ngay mung 05 thang 05 nidm Canh Dan
(1890), tai lang An Hoa, Trang Bang, Tay Ninh.

DPirc Ngai xult than tai trwedng Chassloup Loubat tuc goi tredng Bon Qudc, ra gidp viéc S&
Thwong Chanh ndam 20 tudi. Nh¢ tdnh chat thong minh va liém khiét Ngai tirng gitt nhiéu
chitrc vu quan trong. Tuy nhién Dtrc Ngai chang phai nhw nhiéu céng chirc ciy thé quyén bdc
16t cong ching cho ddy tii tham. Muc tiéu ctia Ngai chang phai mwon quan trwong dé tao
hanh phtc, Iam cho vinh thdn ma la c6t chi tim ban dong chi, két ban tri &m cung nhau thé
16 trong luc canh chay khodnh ving ma lo cho vin nuwéc, lo cho non sdng, noi gidng dang bi
ap birc cwong quyén chuyén ché.

Lic bay gio, nhin thay thwc lwe cda thye dan Phap cang ngay cang thém banh treéng, ma
trong lang tri thirc Viét Nam ta con dang trong vong ban lgi mua danh. Pirc Ngai va ban
doéng chi thiy vay lay lam that vong, chi biét cing nhau uit han, thé than chdu may, phién
muon.

Thoi thi Dlirc Ngai tim lang quén trong may thd phong lwy, lic cdm don chén rwou, lic ngdm
pht vinh thi. Tién bac khéng dw gia nhwng Pirc Ngai mé rong long nghia hiép, ai khén kho,
ai ban han, ai rdi viweong quan nan, ai phong tran doa lac thi Birc Ngai lién cung may ban
tham giao tim phwong tro gitp. Vui v&i giéo mat trang thanh, thich cdanh nhan non nwéc, khi
rao buéc dong qué, khi mwon tha giang ho giai méng. Nhwng lic nao Pirc Ngai cling canh
canh bén long, nhiéu ndi 4u lo cho tién dd ctia non sdng Té Qudc. C6 mdt Ian DPirc Ngai néi
v&i hai ngwoi ban than nhit cia Pliec Ngai nhw vay: “Doi kim tién lam cho thién ha dao dién
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trong ao tu vat chit khong biét bao nhiéu, chiing ta phai tim noi chiia miéu ma tu hanh, thi
md&i khoi mong thdy canh dau long trai mat”.

Vao 16i thang 06/ 1925, sau khi luin ban véi nhém ban tri 4m tri thirc va la nhirng ban don
tai tl, c6 mot ban biét hién gi¢ tai Kiém Bién (Phnompenh) c6 nhiéu tri thirc thwong hay
choi xdy ban moi cic vong linh cia ngwdi qua ¢ vé néi chuyén. Nguwoi dy cling ndi roé phai
dung cai ban ba chan va cich thirc giao tiép véi cac vong linh & ¢6i vo hinh.

PUC HO PHAP va cac ban ¢6 nhé viéc d6 va sau vai tuan Ngai cting cac Ong: Cao Quynh Cu,
Cao Quynh Diéu, V6 Van Nguyén, Cao Hoai Sang hop nhau khéi sy thi hanh viéc xay ban tai
nha & dwong Darras, gan cho Thai Binh.

Lan dau tién mot Chon-linh nhip dan cho thi dwong luat trwedrc hon hét la cu Cao Quynh
Tuin dang than sinh cia Dtrc Cao Thwong Phim. Dirc H6-Phap va cic ban riat hian hoan vé
cai két qua nay nén thworng dém déu c6 nhém hop dé gidi tri trong viéc xay ban. Lan hoi
trong nhém cé thém cac Ong Nguyén Trung Hau, Truwong Hitu Ditc, Tran Duy Nghia,
Trwong Van Trang, Lé Thé Vinh...

Trong cac vi gidng xudng c6 mot vi khong chiu xung danh ma chi cho ba chit A A A vi nay
hang dém thwong gidng xuéng day van chwong Pao ly néi nhiéu diéu cao xa lam cho Piic
Ho6 Phap va cac ban v6 cung kham phuc.

Mii dén dém 24 thang 12 ndm 1925 vi A A A méi cho biét minh chinh l1a Pang Chi Tén nay
dén Viét Nam 1ap nén Pai Pao giai thoat chiing sanh trong ky ba va Ngai 1y danh CAO PAI
TIEN ONG DAI BO TAT MA HA TAT. Tir &6 Ngai cling cac ban kinh c4n tén thy PUC CHI
TON NGOC HOANG THU'ONG DE va 1am Tin-dd Pao Cao Dai.

Cach d6 khong 1au, nam 1927 Ptrc Ngai tho phong H6 Phap chwdng quan Hiép Thién Pai
truc tiép dwdi quyén c6 Thwgng Phadm, Thuong Sanh. Dirc Ngai 1a ngwoi dac vi Thiéng-liéng
trwdc hét, sau 6 cac ban trong nhém dic phong trong hang Thap Nhi Thoi Quan Hiép
Thién Dai cia Pai Pao Tam Ky Pho Dé.

Dirc Ngai 1a ngwoi ndm co mau nhiém ctia Pao va luat cia doi, xtr doan chw Chirc-sdc Thién
phong va ca Tin-do, c6 cong thi ban thuwdng cé tdi thi chiéu luidt Pao ma trirng phat, dé con
cai Dtrc Chi Tén khéi pham Thién Diéu, gitr da vé tw ma hanh Pao, dung Bi phap dé dwa cac
Chon-hon vao Bat Quai Pai dang hiép cung chw Thin, Thanh, Tién, Phit.

Qua ndm 1933, Dtrc Quyén Gido Tong Lé Vin Trung ding Tién, sau khi 1& Dai twdrng nham
ngay mung 8 thang 11 nam 1935, mét Pai-hoi gobm ca Nhon-sanh va Hbi-thanh nhém hop
nham giai quyét viéc Dao. Toan Hdi thdng nhat bau cr Pirc Ngai H6 Phap cAm quyén thong
nhit chanh tri Dao cho dén ngay c6 Pau-sw Chanh vi. Tlr d6 Pirc Ngai nAm quyén Chudng
quan Nhi Htru Hinh Pai (Ctiru Trung bai - Hiép Thién Dai) tan tam xay dung dai nghiép
bao.
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biéu ching ta nén lwu tAm 1a mét bac Pai-Plirc da 1dy hét chanh tAm va thanh y, trai bao khé
nhoc vi chtl nghia thwong doi nham thyc hién phan nao d6 Thién y ding cho nhon loai
dwoc gdi nhuan on hué cta Pirc Chi Tén ma cling khéng tranh khoi nhirng nan tai bat
thwong, phai trai qua nhirng thir thach kinh hon, khién cho ai nghe dén cling chidu may ra
1. Vi thwc dan Phap nghi ky vé ton chi ctia Pao Cao Dai va qua quyét Pirc Ngai lap mot nuwéde
nho trong mot nwée 16m, cb y gidi phong cho dan téc Vit Nam.

DPtrc Ngai va mot s6 Chirc-sac bi bat thang 06 nam Tan Ty (1941) va cho dén 27/ 7/ 1941
thi bi lwu day qua Madagascar, phai lia qué hwong trong 5 nam 2 thang.

Con thtr thach qua nang né, dau cho ai 1Am vao tinh trang den t8i nhw vay thi tinh cwong
quyét ciing tiéu ma, chi anh hung ciing tan bién nhwng nho Pirc Ngai c6 thé tiép xtc véi cac
Dbing Thiéng Liéng bang co but nén xac than du bi doa day nhwng tinh than van virng dirc
tin, tri ndo van quang minh kién tAm dé hét dic tin noi Dai Tir Phu.

Noi ven troi goc bé nwdce doc, rirng thién, lam phen cai chét dirng ké bén, nhung Dlirc Ngai
nho strc Thiéng liéng che chd nén moi nan tai déu qua khai.

Vé dén nwéc nha 1946 Dirc Ngai phai dwong diu véi bao khé khian nan giai: Nao 1a Tin-dé
Cao Dai bi khing b6 giam cAm, nao la thwc dan Phap dwa vao thé quan Anh muon téi chiém
lai Viét Nam, nao la cdc Pang phai Qudc-gia bi mwu ly gian cta cac thé lwc thu dich. Nén du
phong trao khang chién dang séi suc ma sw chia ré dang ngdm ngam thuc hién nhwng da cé
uy tin va sw sang sudt Dirc Ngai da tran an cac Pang phai Qudc-gia, chan chinh quan doi Cao
bai bao vé vung Thanh-dia dem lai sy an vui cho toan ca Tin-d6...Cong viéc cia Pirc Ngai la
kién truc xay dung Pén Thanh day la cong trinh tin ky vi dai, khong nhitng lam cho cac du
khach nggi khen ma cac kién tric sw vé cung kinh phuc.

Mot cong trinh Kién tric 1on lao nhw vy ma Pirc Ngai chi dung ndi cong qua cta Tin-do
trong bon Pao, phwong tién vé tai chinh ciing nhw vé vat chit rat eo hep. 6 la nho noi Diic
Ly Dai Tién giang co bit Ian hoi chi din cac kiéu mau cho dén khi hoan thanh.

Nén méng bat dau nim 1933 dén ndm 1936 méi khéi cong cho dén ndm 1941 coéng cudc
kién tric bén ngoai vira hoan thanh, Pén Thanh chwa dwoc trang hoang thi Pirc Ngai bi lvu
day nén cong viéc tam dinh lai.

Nam 1946 Drc Ngai vé nwdc tiép tuc stra sang theo y mudn. Dén Thanh m& clra ngay nim
1947 nhwng dén nim 1954 méi that hoan tit va L& Khanh Thanh vao Thang giéng nim At
Mui 1955.

bén Thanh dai 145m, rong 40m, cao 36m vé phia goc Hiép Thién Dai, 25m noi Clru Trung
Dai va 30m noi Bat Quai Dai, day mat vé hwéng Tay pho bay hét céi tinh vi my 1& bang
nhirng biéu hién cia Tam Gido, Ngii Chi. Cong trinh vi dai nhw thé ma Pirc Ngai chi khiém
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ton bao la lam theo linh day cta Pirc Chi Ton va Bic Ly Pai Tién Trwdng ch minh khong
c6 cong chi hét.

Nhon mot ban trong Hiép Thién Dai cé lam tho chiic mirng Ptrc Ngai, Ptrc Ngai cling hoa
van lai bang y t& khiém nhwong nhu sau:

Sdc son dwom tdnh nhuém mau tuoi,
Hay dé khen ché dé miéng doi.

Day doa xdc thdn khéng ho then,
Sang vinh nghi phdn qud budn cwoi.
V6 ky tirng trdi dwong nguy hiém,
Cdnh Hac quen chiéu gié ngworc xudi.
Uéc trd mdy may on xd-tdc,

No muén dén mot ké chi 1o,

Riéng phan truyén ba Dao ra ngoai qudc, Ptrc Ngai cling 1am cong phu tru liéu phwong sach.
Nho noi tai ngoai giao va bén tanh trong hién ctia Pirc Ngai nén ngay nay Pao Cao Pai mai
c6 nhirng dai dién xirng dang trong cac Hoi nghi Qudc té vé Ton gido va Than hoc.

D6 12 dng Gabriel Gobron tho Thién Phong Tiép Dan Pao Nhon di dai dién cho Pao 1an thi
nhit trong Hoi nghi Quéc té vé Than hoc tai Bercellone nam 1934, Ian thi hai, thir ba trong
Hoi nghi Quéc té vé Tén gido va Than hoc tai Glasgow ndam 1937, Ian th tw tai Hoi nghi
Qudc té vé Ton gido & Paris nam 1939. Nh¢ vAy ma Thanh danh Pao Cao Dai da dwoc loan
truyén khip moi noi trén thé gidi.

Sau Lé Khanh Thanh Toa Thanh Dirc HO6 Phap lo chin chi ndi bd, nhat 1a lo Phwéc Thién co
thém nhiéu co quan virng chic gitp cho co quan nay c6 thé ty tic va phuc vu cho viéc tir
thién déi véi Pao va doi. Mot cong trinh dang ghi nhin nira la Dirc Ngai lo kién tao cho Long
Hoa, khdng né gian lao khd cwc mdi ngay chinh minh diéu khién chi dan cho céng qua. Cong
viéc tién hanh thi c6 sy bién do6i xay ra lam cho viéc kién tao d& dang, gdy uat hin trong
Chtrc-sic va toan ca Tin-dd. S6 1a d4u thang 8 nam At Mui (1955) vi Téng Tw Lénh Quan doi
Cao Dai do chinh Ptrc HO6 Phap 1ap nén, khi duwgc Qudc gia héa da 14p Ban Thanh Trirng, bat
nhiéu Pao-hitu giam cidm. Mot s6 Tin-ni cling bi cau lwu miy thang va Ngai ciing bi giam
léng noi HO Phap Pwong xung quanh cé quan doi vo trang canh git tir 20 thang 8 nam 1955
dén mung 5 thang giéng nam 1956.

Vi qua budn tui cho cAnh d6ng Pao twong tan, Pirc Ngai cing mot s6 Chirc-sic tiy tung da
r&i khoi Thanh-dia vao luc 3 gitr khuya ngay 4y, nhdm Tha dd Mién qudc trwc chi. Dirc Ngai
roi xa T6-dinh ma long mang theo bao nhiéu u uit khé dau vi bé lai toan thé chw Chic-sac
va toan ca Tin-d6 trong canh bo vo nhw chim lac bay, nhw ga mit Me, mac cho giong té phu
phang.
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Nhuwng dirng bac cao siéu nhw Dirc Ngai thi tin cling quin ti ma thdi cling quan tir. Xét
minh khong lam diéu chi IAm 16i nén DPrc Ngai tw giai ndi sau, phd sy rui may cia nén Dai
Pao mdc cho Chi-T6n xoay chuyén. Noi Kiém Bién la noi Dlirc Ngai dén truyén giao va mé
Pao trong miy nam. Ttr 4y Dirc Ngai tiép tuc phung sw cho chiing sanh, lo xay dwng Pén tho
Phat Mau, day do chu Chirc-sic va Tin-do, c¢6 nin cho tinh hinh chinh tri & Viét Nam thay déi
hiu tré lai tiép tuc st mang ma Chi-T6n giao pho.

Con chim Pai Bang da tung bay tin miy tirng miy, da lwét qua nhiéu con giéng to trét bao
nhiéu ndm, tit nhién cin phai nghi canh mot thoi gian. Pirc Ngai tuy dem than gdi noi dat
la, tuy dwoc san s6c chu dao giira cac con em trong ctra Pao, tuy dwoc chut it nghi ngoi
dwdng strc, nhwng long thwong nhé, thwong Dao, mén dan, lic nao cling mot long hwéng vé
cd qudc, lo ndi nwéde nha loan lac, dan phai chiu Iam than, thi tAm hon khong khoi xao
xuyén, long hoai cdm khong khéi chan chira mach sau.

Cai tAm bénh- mot can bénh nan y ctia nhitng bic anh phong ai qudc, wu thoi phai thit vong,
lam cho than thé Pirc Ngai cang ngay cang tiéu tuy. C6 1€ Dirc Chi Ton mudn dem Dirc Ngai
vé Thiéng-liéng vi, d€ Dtrc Ngai dé bé xoay tré gitip ich cho Pao nhiéu hon 1a Ptrc Ngai & noi
c0Oi thé, nén Plirc Ngai ngoa bénh khong bao 14u thi lia bo c6i doi vé noi Tién canh.

Dbirc Ngai qui vi ngay 10 thang 04 ndm Ky Hoi (DL 17/ 05/ 19590 hwdng tho 70 tudi).

Dirc Ngai c6 d€ di ngdn dai y rang:
Chirng nao Viét Nam dwogc doc 1ap. Pat nwéc dworc thong nhat. Thi sé di Lién Pai caa
Pirc Ngai vé Toa Thanh.

Than o6i!

Nguyét khuyét Cung Dao,
Swong mo ddnh Tuy.
Tiéng ngoc tiéu da ditt,
Tri-gidc da huon hu.

Vung Thanh Pia la noi nho 6 tri 6c ciia Pirec Ngai ma tao thanh. Ngai nay ching ta khong
con trong thay Dirc Ngai tré lai nira dé€ diu dat con cai Dirc Chi Ton trén duwdng Thanh Dikc.
Theo thé thwong thi canh ti biét 1a cdnh dau dén nhat trong cudc dod, nhwng vé mat dao
dirc Ngai la mot Pang Thién Tén lanh linh xudng thé dang xay dung cho thanh mét nén ton
gido lwu ton dén thit &c nién, thi sw qui vi ciia Ptirc Ngai chinh 1a mot phan thwdng thiéng
liéng doi v&i ngueoi da lam xong nhiém vu nay phai tré vé phuc mang véi Piee Chi Ton.
Nhitng diu vét ctia Dirc Ngai dé lai twong treng cho bao nhiéu céng nghiép phi thwong, dé
lai cho toan thé Chirc Sic va dao hitu yéu diu chi hy sinh, long nhan nai ciia D4ng vi nhan da
phi ca kiép sanh, quén ca than minh, 1dm phen vao sanh ra tir dé 1am tron st mang doi véi
Pao doi véi nhon sanh.
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Nhé on Dirc Ngi chiing ta toan thé Chirc sic phai 14p chi thanh cao, noi gwong liém khiét
cta Ptrc Ngai, tirc 1a thwe hanh chu nghia vi tha nhw Dirc Ngai dé lo boi b6 dai nghiép cua

Pao cang thdm virng bén, vi ching ta 1a nhitng ngudi dirng trong hang Thanh thé cua birc
Chi Tén va da dwoc Dtrc Ngai tin nhiém.

Xin thanh tdm cau nguyén O'n Trén ban phwéc lanh cho toan Pao.

Nay kinh.
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- God and Humanity
Fove and Justice



